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A Look Back, Ahead North Carolina-South Carolina football is a game full of meaning. Some of those
meaning are inherent, while others are probably manufactured. The state rivalry is one of the oldest
in America, one that shaped the state of South Carolina the same way North Carolina shaped the
Carolinas. The game also has a history that continues to this day. It’s been played every year since
1896, and it’s been broadcast on television since 1972. Sixty-nine of those games have been won by
the Tar Heels, and the most played on neutral ground was the 1992 Ford Bowl in Atlanta. The next
most played on neutral ground was the 1981 Liberty Bowl in Memphis. The rivalry started out being
played in Tobacco Road. The first game was in 1896 at Reynolds Coliseum, a game the Tar Heels
won 9-2. The series is tied at seven wins apiece. South Carolina won its first game in the series when
Don Hollis topped a UNC team that included Elon’s Frank “Slip” Norton in a 28-0 victory in 1895.
There were no longer state-wide polls in the NCAA until 1945, making it difficult to gauge when the
Tar Heels started to dominate the rivalry. From 1945 through 1972, NC State never even won a
game. The Tar Heels were 8-0 in those seasons while the Gamecocks were 9-9, 6-9, 4-8, 3-10, 2-10
and 2-10. The game was moved to Charlotte Coliseum in the early 1980
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